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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINS ET 
SUBJECT: OM HAJER 

REF: PARA 3 DAMASCUS 1079 

1. EPMG'S ETHIOPIAN HERALD MARCH 23 FRONT PAGES ENA RELEASE 
ASSERTING THAT INHABITANTS OF OM HAJER KILLED THIRTY "BANDITS" 

AND CAPTURED TWO OTHERS MARCH 20 ON OWN INITIATIVE WITHOUT ASSIST- 
ANCE FROM GOVERNMENTALS. THE TOWNSPEOPLE, RELEASE CONTINUES, IN 
FLICTED HEAVY CASUALTIES ON THE "BANDITS" AND SUFFERED TWELVE 
WOUNDED IN THE ENCOUNTER. PMAC SPOKESMAN QUOTED IN RELEASE TO 
EFFECT THAT EPISODE DEMONSTRATES DETERMINATION OF ETHIOPIANS TO 
SAFEGUARD THE UNITY AND TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY OF THE COUNTRY. 

2. EMBASSY HAS NO INDEPENDENT INFO TO SUBSTANTIATE AL BAATH 
ASSERTION (REFTEL) THAT OM HAJER IN ELF HANDS. 
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